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Knots, from: Gotfried Semper, Der Stil in den technischen und 

tektonischen Künsten. Erster Band. Textile Kunst, Frankfurt 1860



Star Mantle of Henry II, ca. 1020 and 1453-55

Diameter: 2,97m. Height: 154 cm 

Bamberg, Dioezesanmuseum



Star Mantle of Henry II, 

present state

Star Mantle of Henry II, 

original composition according

to Baumgärtel-Fleischmann



Star Mantle of Henry II, 

present state

Star Mantle of Henry II, 

before 1950



1. The garment as a world picture

2. Divine investiture

3. Textiles as territories of interaction



DESCRIPCIO TOCIUS ORBIC Description of the whole world







Gemini, Leiden Aratea, ca. 804

Leiden, Universiteitsbibliotheek









Silk fragment with star-shaped ornaments

Egypt or East Mediterranean, 5th-8th century

Riggisberg, Abbegg Foundation
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DESCRIPCIO TOCIUS ORBIC Description of the whole world



O DECUS EUROPAE 

CESAR HEINRICE BEARE

AUGEAT IMPERIUM TIBI 

REX QUI REGNAT IN AEVUM

O ornament of Europe,

Emperor Henry, you are blessed.

May the king who rules forever

increase your realm.
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DESCRIPCIO TOCIUS ORBIC

PAX ISMAHELI QUI HOC ORDINAVIT

O DECUS EUROPAE 

CESAR HEINRICE BEARE

AUGEAT IMPERIUM TIBI 

REX QUI REGNAT IN AEVUM

Description of the whole world

Peace be to Ismahel who orderded this.

O ornament of Europe,

Emperor Henry, you are blessed.

May the king who rules forever

increase your realm.



SUPERNE YSYE SIT GRATUM HOC CESARIS DONUM

DESCRIPCIO TOCIUS ORBIC

PAX ISMAHELI QUI HOC ORDINAVIT

O DECUS EUROPAE 

CESAR HEINRICE BEARE

AUGEAT IMPERIUM TIBI 

REX QUI REGNAT IN AEVUM

May this gift be welcome to the highest being

Description of the whole world

Peace be to Ismahel who orderded this.

O ornament of Europe,

Emperor Henry, you are blessed.

May the king who rules forever

increase your realm.



Christ and the Hemorrhoissa

Codex Egberti, ca. 980, Trier, Stadtbibliothek




